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It is customary at the beginning of each academic year in Sir George Williams College, 
for the Principal to present to the Board of Governors,a review of the previous year's 
activities, in order that the problems and achievements of the immediate past may be 
fresh in the minds of the members of the Board as they launch into a new academic year. 


This review has never taken the form of a full-dress annual report, since most of 
the necessary financial and administrative matters are included in the ennual meeting of 
the Corporation of the College and of the Metropolitan Board of the Montreal Young Men's 
Christian Association. Still less will this be a "report" this year, in view of the 
exigencies of time and the pressure of other problems on the Board of Governors. 


First place in the minds of all members of the Sir George Williams College community 
eat the present time, from the Corporation and Board to the students and alumni, is being 
given to the forthcoming capital funds campaign. 


The College was barely out of the depression years of the early thirties when it 
became apparent thst it was embarked upon a period of phenomenally rapid expansion. So 
pressing was the need it was attempting to meet, so numerous were the young people whom it 
was designed to serve, that such expansion was inevitable, srovided the College could enlarge 
its physical facilities and properly perform its academic task. 


Whatever the future may bring to Sir George Williams College, it will stand irrevocably 
to the credit of its Board of Governors and its Corporation (the Metropolitan Board of the 
Y.MoC.A.) that it has striven at all times to meet this growing challenge and has provided 
not only financial support but permissive conditions in which the College might develop 
and give expression to its concept of its purpose. There have been crises in the operation 
of the College during the past two decades, crises which could not have been passed success- 
fully if it had not been for this support and the influence of these governing Boards in the 
community. : 


The past fifteen years have seen the College and Schools grow from about 900 students 
to 6082 in the winter term. To house these increasing numbers, it has been necessary to 
accumulate nearby "annexes", so that now it operates not only in the min building, but 
in a remodelled synagogue, one floor of an office building, three former houses, and what 
Time Magazine calls "the lend=lease use" of Colley Hall of the Salvation Army Citadel. 
The fact that all this space is made-over and in small units, explains the urgent present 
need of a new College building. 


The Past Year. a 


The past year has seen a continuation of the registration growth in the College, although 
hundreds of potential students were turned eway because of lack of accommodation. The 
fact that an increase in registration was possible at all was due to the growing enrollment 
in the more advanced classes which are gradually building up to espacity over the years. 


For the first time, registration in the Winter Term exceeded six thousand students, 
with a total enrollment at the year's end of 6081. As will be seen in Table I, the 
Evening Division of the College and the Evening High School continue to grow, and account 
for a large portion of the total enrollment. The Day Division of the College had a 
small decrease in registration, but this is in the trend of university enrollment through- 
out Canada. The Day enrollment in the Colleze (the Faculties of Arts, Science and Commerce) 
is still more than twice what it was before 1945 and is only slightly below its peak post- 
war figure. (In Table I the previous year's figures are given in parenthesis). 


TABLE I (Winter Term, 1951-52). 


Day Evening Total 

l. College (Faculties of Arts, 
Science & Commerce) 717 (740) 2665 (2454) 3382 (3194) 
2. High School ° - 1209 (1041) 1209 (1041) 
3, Elementary School - ~ 131 ( 96) 131 ( 96) 
4. Business School 241 (232) 855 (900) 1096 (1132) 
5, Art School 72 (72) 191 _( 186) 263 (_258) 
Total (College and Schools) 1030 (1044) 5051 (4677) 6081 (5721) 


TABLE II (Summer Term, 1952) 


1. College (Faculties of Arts Day Evening Total 
Science & Commerce) = (=) 1058 ( 909) 1058- ( 909) 
2. High School - (-) 432 ( 319) 432 (319) 
3. Business School ~83 i284 324 (280) _407_ tet 
Total, College & Schools 83 (78 1814 (1508) 1897 (1586 


The summer term just concluded was also the largest in the College's history, with 
1897 students, compsred with 1586 the previous year. This summer session was inaugurated 
in 1940 as a- wartime accelleration measure, but has been found to be serving so important 
a purpose that it has continued and grown to tax almost the full capacity of the College's 
facilities during the four months of what was once the summer vacation. 


The Students. 


It is not possible in a statistical table, or even in an interpretive report such as 
this, to catch the full flavour of a student body. 


The College is very proud of its variegated and colourful evening division, with its 
students of all ages, from all walks of life, drawn out of the very heart of Montreal's 
industry and commerce, but it must not forget that the Day Division of its Faculties of 
Arts, Science and Commerce is in itself a very important unit of higher education. With 
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almost 800 students, it is no longer a small college, and on it primarily mst rest the 
responsibilities imposed by its new ranking as one of Canada's university institutions. 


Nevertheless, the College has always insisted that it is a college, in the full sense 
of that word, concerned with undergraduate education for high school graduates who have 
college-grade abilities. With this in mind it must concentrate on being a first-rate 
coliege, rather then a second-rate university, and the implications of the concept of 
its purpose mst be kept ever in mind by its Faculty and Administration. 


Almost all of che more than 5000 evening students were employed, and their occupations 
ranged from office boys, junior technicians and general labourers, to the professions 
-for which students are already university graduates. For most evening students, however, 
their evening studies ere an avenue to occupational improvement and greater competence. 


It is interesting each year to note that 1500 or more firms in which the evening students 
of the College and Schools are employed by day. During the year just closed, there was a 
list of 115 firms of whom five or more evening students were employees - a list headed again 
by the Northern Electric Company with 219. Those with 30 or more employees were as. follows: 


Northern Electric Co. 219 Dominion Rubber Co. Ld 
C.N.R. 163 Canadair 43 
Bell Telephone Co. 157 Bank of Montreal 36 
Protestant School Board 141 Charles E. Frosst & Company 36 
C.P.R. 96 Royal Bank of Canada 36 
Canadian Government 90 Aluminum Company of Cenada 32 
Sun Life Assurance Co. 82 Steel Company of Canada cs 
Canadian Industries Ltd. 73 Dominion Textiles Co. 30 
T. Eaton Co. 53 Sherwin Williams Paint Co. 30 


There has been an important increase in the number of practicing teachers enrolled in 
the Evening Division of the College, a trend which has become very apparent in the last few 
years. These teachers are working toward their Bachelor's degree, with a view to up- 
grading their professional certification and becoming more competent teachers in the public 
and private schools of this city. With about 175 teachers enrolled in the Evening Division, 
the College is becoming an exceedingly important link in the in-service training of 
teachers in this city, and is able to render a very valuable service to public education. 


Slightly more than half the student body was Protestant; about 30 per cent was Roman 
Catholic; and about 14 per cent was Jewish. About ten per cent gave their citizenship as 
other than Canadian; about 20 per cent were born outside of Canada; and about 25 per cent 
gave their primary lenguage other than English (about half of them French). 


Ages in the Evening Division, es usual, ranged from 14 to 60 years, with about five 
per cent of the evening students over 40 years of age, and 20 per cent over thirty. 


The informal extra-curricular activities of the College and Schools represent an 
important aspect of the life of the institution, and constitute an extensive programme 
of cultural, educational, social recreational and athletic projects. They involved 
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hundreds of both Day sand Evening sti.ients in more than 37 organized clubs and groups 
lest year, and at least a dozen cifferent types of athletic activities. 


The Classes and Teaching Staff. 





Besides a full programme of studies in the Day Division of the College, Business 
School and Art School = a programme at least as extensive as in the Evening Division - 
there was, last year, a total of 386 classes taught in the Evening Division, and 50 


additional in the Summer Session. 


Tt is of interest to note that no less than 261 of these Evening classes were filled 
and closed to registration on the opening night of the winter term, because additional 
students could not be accommodated and additional classes could not be housed. The 
Evening High School suffered most acutely in this connection with 105 of its 115 classes 
filled and turning potential students away. 


The Staff during the year consisted of some 300 persons, of whom 70 were full-time 
teachers, professors, office staff and administrative, and the remaining 230 were part- 
time teachers in the five evening units. 


About half of the plant and annexes is given over to the Schools (as distinct from 
the College proper, the Faculties of Arts, Science and Commerce). These Schools, the 
Evening High School, the Day and Evening Business School, the Day and Evening Art School, 
and the Evening Elementary School, continue to increase in enrollment, in spite of the 
phenomenal growth of the more recently inaugurated College and serve an exceedingly 
important function for aliost 5000 persons of considerable educational need. For 
instonce, the recent trend toward a longer school life, seems to enhance the value of 
the Evening High School, and has given it a growth in the last ten years which is only 
less phenomenal than that of the College itself. It continues to be the only graded 
evening high school in the Province, so fsr as is known, end with an enrollment of almost 
1500 students it is a large school ‘n itself. 


The Alumni. 





In the 16 years since the graduation of the first class in the College, the number 
of alumni has grown from two to over 1600. The Association of Alumni which they have 
evolved provides an importent suppl«ment to the work of the College, and contributes 
substsntially to the esteem in which the College is held in the community. 


Somewhe, more then two-thirds of these Alumni have continued in their jobs or taken 
new ones in local business end industry, but about one-third have gone on to higher 
professional courses or graduate studies. 


& recent survey of the whereabouts of graduates of the College reveals the fact 
that onl; iyo were et present outside the Province of Quebec and only 70 outside 
Cenada itself. As indicated by the location of its graduntes, Sir George Williams 
Colleye is very definitely serving its community. 


Financing the College 


It is not possible, or desirable, in a review of this kind to offer complete financial 
statements or a complete discussion of finance, since the financial year in the College, 
(January lst to December 31st) overlaps the academic year under review by several months. 


Nevertheless, it may be sufficient to mention thet the College and Schools had 
expenditures last year totalling % 532,650.00, and ordinary receipts of $488,033.44 
leeving an operating deficit of $ 44,617 which was met by the Montreal Y.M.C.A. from 
its Metropolitan Joint Fund.- 


The Canadian Government Grant of $71,526, was not received until after the close of 
the last financial year, so its full effects were not felt until the closing weeks of the 
academic year. It will contribute greatly to the operation of the College, and although 
it is only given on behalf of full-time day university students, it has enabled the College 
to augment professional salaries, add needed staff,and in general improve the quality of 
operation and the financial stebility of the College. 


The facilities of the College are augmented each year by a number of gifts of equipment, 
books and music records to the library, and funds for scholarships which this review will 
not attempt to list, but for which the College is grateful. 


Personal 


During the year the College, in common with the whole Montreal Y.M.C.A., suffered an 
irreparable loss in the death of Mr. John W. Beatone As Metropolitan General Secretary, 
Mr. Beaton had supported and encouraged the whole development of Sir George Williams 
College over the past twenty-five years, the expansion of its staff and facilities, the 
obtaining of its provincial Charter, and the solution of the many problems which beset 
the Board of Governors and staff. Sir George Williams College was very close to his 
heart, and his passing removes one of those who have been most whole=hearted in its 
support. 


At, the beginning of the academic year, the faculty and students observed the twenty- 
fifth anniversary of Dean H.F. Hall's joining the staff of the College. In 1926, Mr. Hall 
became Student Counsellor of the College, the first full-time student counsellor, so far 
as is known, of any educationel institution in Canada. In succession he became Headmaster 
of the Evening High School and Dean of the newly developed College in 1935. Dean Hall 
occupies a warm place in the regerd and affections of students and faculty, who delighted 
to honour his quarter-century of service to the young people of Montreal through Sir 
George Williams College. 


A major administrative appointment was made at the beginning of the yerr when 
Mr. 4. Saunders became Headmaster of the Evening High School. Under his leadership the 
High School has continued to grow, and the supervision of his staff of almost 50 part-time 
teachers has been happily effected, although Mr. Saunders himself is able to give only 
part-time to the job. 
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A Story of Growth 


Those who have been associated with the College from its beginning as an institution 

of higher education, could not but be thrilled by its Convocation in May last, when 

292 Bachelors degrees and about 45 other diplomas were presented, and a crowd of 2000 

to 2400 persons thronged the large St. James United Church to its utmost capacity. Who 
of those who had been present at the first Convocation in 1936 could fail to remember 
that at that time two persons received degrees, in the presence of about fifty people 
who met quietly in the Board Room of the Y.M.C.A. building. The story of growth which 
is represented by these two Convocations, only 15 years apart in time but age in event 
and achievement, is the story of Sir George Williams College in the past three decades. 


It is a story of response to need, a story of educational opportunity for these with 
the stamina and ability to take advantage of it, a story which is still being written by 
the courageous ambitious young people for whom the College exists and by whom it is formed. 


That story this year enters upon a new chapter, with its long-awaited, jlreamed-of 
new building about to be realized and its capital-funds campaign a thing Of the immediate 
present. In the new era which lies ahead it is devoutly to be hoped that the spirit which 
has made "Sir George", the purposes which brought it into being, may remain ever alive 
and learn to live in the more heady atmosphere of easier academic acceptability anc the mor 
commodeous facilities dreamed of by generations of students who never had the privilege 
of their use 





Year 


1921-22 
22-23 
23-24 
24225 
25-26 
26-27 
27-28 
25-29 
29-30 
30-31 
31-32 
32-33 
33-34 
D435 
35-36 
36-37 
37-38 
38-39 
39-40 


X 40-41 


X 41-42 
42-43 
43-44 
44-45 
45-46 
4G ~47 

» ATH-A5 
4oNel9 
49=50 
50-51 
51-52 


Year 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
194d 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
195] 
1952 


Reguier Term since 1921-22. 
Day Eve Eve Eve, Art Art 
Goll, Coll, Total Bus. Bus. Elem. High Sch, Sch. Total 
Day Eve. College Sch,y Sch, Sche Sch. Day Eves Schools 
a - = 500 
es - = = 560 
= a = - 585 
= - undifferentiated a a 606 
” - in records = “= 702 
_ jm 1 = 808 
- = © - 909 
= - 52 332 = = 1020 
~ 30 30 36 = 527 235 408 = - 1206 
- 77 77 45 457 172) 453 (29) 1156 
- 166 166 79 284 gl 388 (82) 914 
76 100 17 &5 287 66 302 51 36 827 
79 94 1G 84 9215 40 246 50 36 776 
95 139 234 93 257 38 244 55 26 714 
108 196 304 $3 278 43 208 71 44 727 
135 236 ais 79 27K 47 247 7h 121 865 
146 A414 560 84 476 50 334 57 57 1056 
163 474 637 98 489 54 337 84 50 «1112 
193 551 ThA 331 489 45 334 83 5? daa? 
214 624 §38 341 ‘700 4d, 440 72 63 1660 
193 =1001 1194 375 = 77h 74 594 69 73 1959 
226 947 1173 251 672 1i4 Tat ~3? 98 1931 
245 941 L186 236 786 135 735 ‘721 115 2081 
360 1132 1492 197 682 104 740 93 152 1968 
557 1255 1815 266 «813 132 4 =61118 138 183 2652 
837 1432 2269 246 767 100 1012 100 212 2437 
719 1699 2418 247 750 103. 1049 92 2i0 2442 
764, 1977 2741 241 6% 103 1009 99 229 244.5 
818 2339 3157 259. 819 7 L132..."65 227 2620 
(ce 2454 3194, 232 900 1041 72 186 =. 2527 
7 2665 3382 241 PeRLE ty 855. BL, 1209 72 191 = 2699 
SUMMARY _OF REGISTRATION IM SUMMER SESSIONS SINCE 1940 
Day Col. EvesCol. Totsl Col, D.BoSo E,BoSe EeoH.Sp 
(included in Regular Term Reports, 1940-41 above) 
(included in Regular Term Reports, 1941-42 above) 
- 176 176 B84 270 - 
- 241 241 60 Lv? 120 
° 254 254 65 177 130 
85 338 423 39 146 180 
- 552 552 76 L77 328 
78 572 650 82 153 260 
- 522 522 73 150 236 
= 661. 661 22 LEA rag 
= 760 760 89 269 306 
909 909 78 230 219 
= 1058 1058 83 324 432 


SUMMARY OF ANNUAL REGISTRATION IN COLLEGE AND SCHOOLS 


TABLE Iii 


X Includes Summer Term Registrations 





Total 
College 
and 
Schools 


590 
560 
585 
606 
792 
SS 
r 359 
1020 
1236 
1233 
1080 
1003 
849 
948 
1031 
1238 
‘1618 
1749 
2083 
2498 
3153 
3104 
3267 
3460 
4467 
4,706 
4860 
5186 
STTE 
5721 


6081 


Total 


446 
604 
626 
788 
1133 
1145 
981 
1200 
1415 
1586 
1897 


